
BIOGRAPHY / FILMOGRAPHY OF RAYMOND DEPARDON 
 
1942. Born July 6 in a farming family in Villefranche-sur-Saône (Rhône, France). He grows 

up on the family farm of Le Garet near the Saône River. 

1954. Takes his first snapshots with a 6x6 Lumière camera: family photos, the farm, and 

village festivities. Develops his photos himself. 

1956. Completes elementary school. As his parents doubt he will take over the farm, 

they arrange an apprenticeship for him at a photo-optician shop in Villefranche-sur-

Saône. 

1957. Enrolls in correspondence photography courses to earn a photo-operator 

certificate and receives assignments from a local amateur football club. 

1958. Contacts Parisian photographer Louis Foucherand after consulting the 

photographer-reporter section of the Paris directory. Foucherand mentors him, hosts 

him in his lab, and teaches him the profession. 

1959. Becomes a freelance photographer for Dalmas press agency. Covers celebrities, 

news stories, and achieves his first major publication by photographing a French mission 

in the Algerian desert. 

1961. Covers demonstrations in Algiers and the peace negotiations of the Évian Accords. 

1962. Completes military service working for the French Armed Forces magazine Bled, 

later renamed TAM (Terre Air Mer). 

1963. Freed from military obligations, he films his first report in Venezuela as a 

cameraman and embarks on numerous international trips for Dalmas. 

1966. Co-founds the Gamma agency with other photographers. Gamma innovates by 

granting photographers autonomy and responsibility. 

1969. Films in Czechoslovakia a minute of silence and ceremony in honor of Jan Palach, 

the young man who self-immolated in protest after the Soviet repression of the Prague 

Spring. 

1970. During his first trip to Chad with Gilles Caron, Robert Pledge, and Michel Honorin, 

they are ambushed and taken prisoner. Films "The Ambush," first part of "The 

Revolutionaries of Chad." One month later, Gilles Caron disappears in Cambodia. 



1973. After a split within Gamma, he assumes leadership of the agency, recruits 

reporters, and revitalizes the agency. Receives the Robert Capa Gold Medal with David 

Burnett and Chas Gerretsen for their book "Chile." 

1974. Directs his first feature-length documentary on Valéry Giscard d'Estaing's 

presidential campaign. "1974, Une Partie de Campagne" remains unreleased until 2002 

due to censorship. Films clandestine interview with Françoise Claustre in Chad, 

contributing to her release in 1977. 

1977. Second feature film "Numéros zéro," documenting the birth of Le Matin de Paris 

newspaper. 

1978. Joins Magnum Photos as an associate member. Covers civil wars in Lebanon and 

Afghanistan. Publishes "Notes," his first collection of texts and photographs. 

Collaborates with Franco Basaglia photographing psychiatric hospitals in Italy. Co-directs 

"San Clemente" with Sophie Ristelhueber in Venice. 

1981. Founds production company Double D with distributor Pascale Dauman. His film 

"Reporters" becomes a success and wins the César for Best Documentary. Publishes a 

month-long photo column in Libération newspaper titled "Correspondance new-

yorkaise." 

1982. Photographs his childhood home and family farm in color using a view camera as 

part of the DATAR Mission. 

1983. Releases "Faits Divers," filmed inside the 5th arrondissement police station in 

Paris. 

1984. Co-directs "Les Années Déclic" with Roger Ikhlef for Rencontres d'Arles. 

1985. "New York, NY" wins César for Best Short Film. Films "Empty Quarter, Une Femme 

en Afrique," presented at Cannes Film Festival (Un Certain Regard). 

1986. Meets Claudine Nougaret, sound engineer. Co-directs "Le Petit Navire" with her in 

Mali. 

1987. Films "Urgences" in Paris psychiatric emergency ward during their honeymoon, 

their first shared project—he on visuals, she on sound. Their first son, Charles-Antoine, is 

born in September. 



1989. Photographs the fall of the Berlin Wall. Films fiction feature "La Captive du Désert" 

in Niger starring Sandrine Bonnaire as Françoise Claustre. The film competes at Cannes 

in 1990. 

1991. Wins France’s Grand National Photography Prize. Birth of their second son, Simon. 

1992. Founds Palmeraie et Désert production company with Claudine Nougaret. Films 

"Afriques: Comment ça va avec la douleur?", traveling solo from Cape Town to 

Villefranche-sur-Saône across Africa. 

1995. "Délits Flagrants" wins César for Best Documentary and Joris Ivens Prize. 

1996. "Afriques: Comment ça va avec la douleur?" wins Grand Prix in Yamagata, Japan. 

Publishes "La Ferme du Garet." 

1997. Presents "Amour" at Fondation Cartier. Releases fiction film "Paris" starring 

photographer Luc Delahaye. 

1998. Stage adaptation of "La Ferme du Garet" by Marc Feld performed in France and 

Canada. 

2000. Hosts first major exhibition "Détours" at Maison Européenne de la Photographie. 

Publishes "Détours" and "Errance," wins Nadar Prize. Receives Dragon of Dragons award 

at Krakow Film Festival. 

2001. Releases "Profils Paysans: L’Approche," first in a trilogy on rural France. Films "Un 

Homme Sans l’Occident" in Chad, presented at Venice Film Festival in 2002. 

2002. Releases "1974, Une Partie de Campagne." 

2003. Obtains special authorization to film Paris court hearings: releases "10e Chambre, 

Instants d’Audiences" at Cannes in 2004. 

2004. Installs "7 x 3" at Fondation Cartier. Begins five-year mission photographing 

France’s landscapes. 

2005. Releases "Profils Paysans: Le Quotidien" at Berlin Film Festival. 

2006. Artistic Director of 37th Rencontres d'Arles. Curates 52 photography exhibitions. 

2007. Exhibits "Villes / Cities / Städte" in Berlin. 



2008. Presents "La Vie Moderne," third chapter of "Profils Paysans," at Cannes (Un 

Certain Regard), wins Louis-Delluc Prize. Co-directs "Donner la parole" with Nougaret. 

Releases "La Terre des Paysans," summarizing 40 years of rural photography. 

2009. Wins Nomad’s Prize with Paul Virilio. Theatre adaptation of "Faits Divers" and 

"Urgences" directed by Zabou Breitman wins two Molières. Receives Albert Kahn 

International Prize. 

2010. Exhibits "La France de Raymond Depardon" at BnF. Opens Le BAL gallery in Paris. 

2011. Wins Ptolémée Prize for his book "La France." Releases "Au Bonheur des Maths" 

with Nougaret. 

2012. Takes official portrait of President François Hollande. Releases "Journal de France" 

at Cannes. 

2013. Launches "Un Moment Si Doux" photo project. 

2014. Presents "8e étage" at Fondation Cartier. Exhibits "Un Moment Si Doux" at Grand 

Palais. 

2015. Exhibits in Bogotá, Colombia. 

2016. Releases "Les Habitants." "Faits Divers" restored and presented at Cannes Classics. 

2017. Releases "12 Jours," exploring psychiatry and justice. 

2018. Exhibits "Depardon USA (1968-1999)" at Rencontres d'Arles. 

2019–2020. Installs "Mon Arbre" film at Fondation Cartier. 

2020. Exhibits "Claudine Nougaret: Dégager l’Écoute" at BnF. Donates cinematic 

archives. 

2021. Exhibits "La Vita Moderna" in Milan. 

2022. Publishes "Son Œil dans ma Main" with Kamel Daoud. Exhibits at Institut du 

Monde Arabe, Montpellier, and Deauville. 

2024 – Retrospective at Cannes Classics. Film catalog managed by Les Films du Losange. 

2025 – Retrospective at Cinemed Montpellier. Re-release of 20 feature films grouped 

into 4 thematic cycles: "Depardon Citoyen", "Depardon Reporter", "Depardon Paysan", 

and "Depardon & Africa". 

 


